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Abstract

It is well-known that disagreement among scholars is an ongoing reality until the Day
of Judgment. Even during the Prophet’s¥lifetime, the Companions (may Allah be
pleased with them) differed in his presence, and he approved the actions of those who
differed without criticizing or reproaching any of them. This served as an implicit
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endorsement from the Prophet#of the legitimacy of disagreement and an affirmation
of its proper etiquette.

As long as the disagreement is based on valid Islamic reasoning, each individual is to
act according to what they believe is correct, while excusing others for their differing
views. This was the approach followed by the righteous generations (may Allah be
pleased with them), in whose time differences of opinion did not sever bonds of
brotherhood or love, but were instead viewed as contributions to collective
understanding and enrichment of the Islamic legal tradition.

In light of the divisions we are witnessing today in the Libyan context—divisions that
sometimes go beyond the bounds of acceptable disagreement and its etiquettes—some
have assumed that the authenticity of a hadith alone is sufficient grounds for using it as
evidence. As a result, they have condemned others who do not act upon certain
authentic narrations.

This humble research aims to clarify that there are important conditions and principles
that must be considered before acting upon a hadith, and that authenticity alone is not
sufficient. To that end, the researcher examined a number of these conditions and
illustrated them through practical examples from contemporary issues marked by
significant scholarly disagreement.

The researcher concludes that deeming a hadith authentic is not, in itself, enough to use
it as binding evidence or to act upon it. The scholars did not dismiss certain authentic
narrations out of mere adherence to personal schools of thought or opinions, but rather
due to valid reasons that placed those hadith outside the scope of practical application.
And Allah is the source of success.

Keywords: Hadith, Resurrection, Sharia approach.
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