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Abstract

The American strategy has historically focused on linking the security of energy
sources, especially oil, to national security, which pushed the U.S. to be present in the
Arab region in order to safeguard supplies and prevent the rise of competing powers.
With the failure of the “hard power” policy under George W. Bush and its increasing
costs, the U.S. turned to the “soft power” concept introduced by Joseph Nye, based on
cultural and social influence instead of military coercion. Obama employed these tools
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(diplomacy, culture, media) to achieve the same traditional objectives: protecting
American interests, ensuring Israel’s security, countering terrorism, and supporting
democratic transformation. However, since 2011, this policy has led to destabilization
in Arab states, the breakdown of the social contract, and the deepening of conflicts,
leaving serious impacts on Arab national security. The study concluded that U.S.
cultural, social, and media tools negatively affected the Arab social and cultural
structure and pushed it toward a Western model. It recommended strengthening Arab
national security, removing foreign—especially American—military presence, and
investing in scientific and cultural renaissance to highlight Arab and Islamic arts and
products in the face of foreign cultural dominance.

Keywords: mplications, Cultural and Social Tools, U.S. Foreign Policy, Arab States,
Arab National Security.
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