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Abstract

The issue of form and content is one of the oldest intellectual and critical issues, deeply rooted
in philosophy and human thought in general. This issue crystallized in Arabic criticism as an
extension of the issue of "word and meaning." Its names have varied, but its essence remains
the same. "Form" is generally defined as the external image or method of expression, while
"content" refers to the substance or meaning. Critics are divided regarding the preference
between them into three main trends: supporters of content, who view meaning as of higher
value (such as Ibn Jinni), There are also proponents of form who emphasize the importance of
formulation and expression (such as al-Jahiz), and proponents of harmony who view form and
content as a single, inseparable entity (such as Ibn Tabataba and al-Jurjani). The research
confirms that form and content are closely interconnected in a literary work, and that any
change in one inevitably affects the other, making this issue one of the most fundamental in
literary criticism.
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