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Abstract
This research addresses the principle of constitutional legitimacy in the Libyan Penal Code as
a fundamental safeguard for protecting individual rights and freedoms, while ensuring balance
with public interests. It emphasizes that the principle of "no crime and no punishment without
a legal text" constitutes a constitutional cornerstone limiting arbitrariness in criminalization and
punishment. The study highlights the legislator’s role in defining crimes and penalties, as well
as the judiciary’s boundaries in application. It further explores the foundations, requirements,
and implications of legality, along with the role of Islamic law and international treaties in
shaping the criminal system. The paper concludes with the need to revise the Libyan Penal
Code to align with constitutional developments and international standards.
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