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Abstract
This research aims to highlight the background and objectives of the French military

intervention in Mali. The French presence in the African continent in general, and in the Sahel
region in particular, is considered old, dating back to the colonial era when France controlled
many regions on the continent. After the declaration of independence of the latter countries,
they remained linked to the French entity through security agreements that maintained the
connection between France and many countries in Africa, allowing it to interfere in their
internal affairs according to a set of mechanisms that enable it to implement its security policy
there. France is considered the owner of the colonial experience of most of the countries of the
Sahel region of Africa, and therefore it considers the latter a traditional area of influence par
excellence, as France views the Sahel region as an area of geopolitical influence, in which it
exercises influence through relations with the regimes of those countries or with specific
political movements, within the framework of what is called the “France-Africa” policy. There
is no better evidence of this than the military intervention in the Malian crisis since its outbreak.
It played the main role in internationalizing the crisis and issuing three Security Council
resolutions that paved the way for military intervention in northern Mali later. This policy
witnessed significant development after the Cold War, as mechanisms were included based on
the concept of achieving human security and assisting failed states. To stand up for herself.
However, this policy remains mere rhetoric marketed by French decision-making departments
to justify its presence in Africa. The strategic advantage of Africa, especially the African Sahel,
which France considers its sphere of influence, lies in its geographical and geopolitical
location. It overlooks the Atlantic Ocean, which played a specific role in the balance of great
powers through a strategy of mutual deterrence. France’s adherence to this region and its
adoption of it as one of the most important starting points for its comprehensive strategy to
confront the major powers in the Global South, as a way to obtain more wealth, secure markets,
and protect its interests in Africa and the African Sahel region in particular, has led to the
exacerbation of the phenomenon of competition and conflict over the African Sahel region,
which is the focus of the major powers. This has also led to the emergence of other active
powers that aspire to extend their influence and secure their interests in this region (the Chinese
role, the Russian role). Here, the focus will be on the French military intervention in Mali,
which came under many pretexts, most of which are political rather than legal, such as:
stopping the threats of extremist groups in Mali or completely eliminating them in the Sahel
region and the Maghreb countries, and the Malian government’s appeal to France to protect it
from attacks by these groups. The groups, and the existence of strategic reasons for the French
state and the countries of the Sahel region, represented in not giving the opportunity to
extremist groups to seize the region’s wealth (uranium - oil - gold) or preventing France or the
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Sahel countries from exploiting them, then the pretext of intervention to protect civilians from
the danger of extremist groups, and all of this based on Security Council Resolution No. 2085
based on Article 51 of the United Nations Charter. Despite these pretexts, the French military
intervention in Mali remains a matter of question regarding its legitimacy and objectives.

Keywords: France, Mali, Military Policy, Military Intervention, Sahel Region.
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