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Abstract

This study examines the legality of the Israeli military intervention in the Palestinian territories
since October 2023 by assessing Israel’s claim of exercising the right of self-defense under
Article 51 of the UN Charter, compared with documented violations of international
humanitarian law. Using an analytical approach to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the
1998 Rome Statute, the research finds that the legal conditions for invoking self-defense—such
as an actual armed attack, necessity, and proportionality—are not satisfied in the Israeli case,
rendering the claim legally unfounded. The study further demonstrates that Israeli forces
committed grave breaches, including attacks on civilians, starvation policies, and destruction
of civilian infrastructure, amounting to war crimes and crimes against humanity. It concludes
that the intervention lacks legal legitimacy and calls for strengthening international
accountability mechanisms to protect Palestinian civilians.

Keywords: Military intervention - Israeli - Palestinian - International humanitarian law -
International violations - International responsibility - Geneva Conventions of 1949 - Rome
Statute of 1998.
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