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Abstract

Wagqf (endowment) is considered one of the most prominent socio-economic
systems established by Islam to promote social solidarity and sustainable
development. This study aims to define the concept and reality of waqf by
exploring its linguistic and jurisprudential roots, its origin in Islamic history, and
the legal evidence from the Qur’an and Sunnah supporting its legitimacy. The
research further clarifies the distinction between waqf and other related concepts
such as will, charity, gift, and detention, to precisely frame its meaning.

The study also discusses the documentation of waqf with official authorities and
its role in protecting rights and regulating administration. Historical models of
waqf are reviewed, including its development during the Prophetic, Umayyad,
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Abbasid, Mamluk, and Ottoman periods, highlighting its role in supporting
education, healthcare, and public services. The research concludes that waqf
remains an effective tool for achieving social and economic stability in Muslim
societies, provided that its mechanisms are updated and aligned with
contemporary legal and institutional frameworks within Islamic law.

Keywords: Wagqf, Social Solidarity, Sustainable Development, Pillars of Waqf,
Types of Waqf, Islamic Endowment, Historical Waqf.
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