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Abstract

This study examines restorative justice within the framework of Libyan criminal law as a
contemporary approach in modern criminal policy that seeks to overcome the limitations of the
traditional punitive model based on deterrence and punishment, by shifting toward a reform-
oriented model focused on repairing harm, reintegrating offenders, and promoting social peace.
The study aims to clarify the philosophical and legal foundations of restorative justice and to
analyze its manifestations in Libyan criminal legislation, as well as the extent to which this
legal system can accommodate such an approach without undermining the principles of
criminal legality and public order.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology supported by a comparative
approach, through the analysis of relevant legal texts and the examination of selected
comparative experiences in restorative justice.

The findings indicate that although Libyan criminal law is predominantly punitive in nature, it
contains certain mechanisms that may be adapted to restorative justice, such as criminal orders,
reconciliation, and pardon within the system of retribution and blood money (Qisas and Diyya).
However, effective integration of restorative justice requires explicit legislative intervention to
define its scope and procedural safeguards, ensuring the protection of victims’ rights and the
achievement of substantive criminal justice.

Keywords: Restorative Justice — Criminal Policy — Punishment — Reform — Criminal
Reconciliation — Libyan Criminal Law.
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