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Abstract
This study aims to examine the relationship between artistic imagery and poetry, as artistic
imagery is considered one of the most significant elements that critics and those engaged in the
art of poetry have emphasized, due to its importance in criticism and in evaluating and
comparing the works of poets.
The term "imagery" is not a modern concept; rather, it has deep roots in Greek culture, where
Aristotle discussed the concept of imagery in his book Poetics. Subsequently, critics analyzed
and evaluated his views, as seen in the works of Hazim Al-Qartajanni and others, leading to
extensive debates about the essence of imagery and its connection to poetry. This debate has
resulted in numerous studies that aimed to establish a comprehensive definition of imagery,
clarify its relationship with poetic texts, and trace the semantic development of the concept
throughout history.
These motivations collectively encouraged the researcher to delve into studying this term and
explore its dimensions, seeking to arrive at a clear and balanced understanding within this field.
The study adopts the inductive-deductive approach in tracing the views of both classical and
contemporary critics. This approach is well-suited for this type of study, as definitions of
imagery are often derived from the general statements of critics through a process of collection
and analysis, as exemplified by Al-Jahiz in his discussion of the relationship between wording
and meaning, and those who followed his path. This methodology is also appropriate for
examining the components and elements of imagery and the factors that contribute to its
formation.
Among the key findings of this study is that the initial concept of imagery was confined to
mental meanings according to a group of critics and writers, including Al-Jahiz and his
followers. Later, Abdul Qahir Al-Jurjani developed the concept by integrating both intellectual
and sensory aspects, providing a comprehensive definition while benefiting from the insights
of his predecessors. The study also revealed a strong relationship between imagery and poetry,
indicating that poetry holds little value without imagery, as meter alone is insufficient—a view
supported by Aristotle and later by Hazim Al-Qartajanni.
Furthermore, the study found that the concept of imagery expanded in the modern era, with its
semantic scope evolving beyond intellectual and sensory aspects to encompass all elements
that can be considered components of poetry, ranging from wording and meaning to symbolism
and allusion, among other findings detailed within the body of this research.

Keywords: Artistic imagery, Poetry, Literary criticism, Semantic development, Relationship
between imagery and poetry.
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