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Abstract

This study aims to identify the role of intangible cultural heritage in shaping the identity of
Libyan society. Such heritage represents a nation's treasure through which it asserts its
existence, affirms its identity, and preserves its uniqueness. It encompasses several key
elements, including folk arts, oral traditions, customs, and social practices. The study
emphasizes the importance of preserving, revitalizing, and sustaining this heritage.

It also highlights festivals, programs, and cultural activities as essential means for promoting
and disseminating folk heritage. Like other nations, Libyan society possesses a rich cultural
heritage that should be documented and registered with international organizations such as
UNESCO.

The study adopts both the historical and descriptive-analytical methodologies, as they are
suitable for the nature of the research. The findings indicate that documenting and studying
cultural heritage contributes significantly to strengthening national identity and social
cohesion.

The study recommends providing both financial and moral support to festivals and cultural
associations to enable them to effectively preserve and present the authentic image of Libyan
intangible cultural heritage without distortion, and to resist external influences that seek to
erode or alienate this heritage.
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