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Abstract

Praise be to Allah, the Creator of the heavens and the earth, the Originator of the universe
without effort. Blessings and peace be upon the Master of the Prophets, who left us upon the
straight path and warned us against innovations, newly invented matters, misguidance, and
capricious desires.

The Wise Legislator (Allah) has elaborated on all matters pertaining to pure acts of worship by
establishing definitive evidence for them, leaving no room for independent juristic reasoning
(ijtihad). However, regarding matters of customs and social transactions among people, He did
not provide exhaustive detail; rather, their rulings were given in general terms, leaving the
specifics to qualified jurists who determine them according to public interest (maslahah) and
the evolving circumstances of each era.

The concept of unrestricted public interest (al-maslahah al-mursalah) is grounded in Sharia
evidence—both textual and rational—as well as in the recognized methodologies of ijtihad
employed by scholars. It reflects the perfection of Islamic law and demonstrates how its texts
comprehensively address human needs and interests. Indeed, the Divine Legislator intended
through His Sharia nothing but the welfare of humanity—either by securing benefit or
preventing harm. Al-maslahah al-mursalah is adopted solely to achieve collective benefit for
the Muslim community (Ummah); it falls under the category of means (wasa'il), as it is
legislated to attain one of the higher objectives of Sharia (maqasid al-Shari‘ah). It is not
intended as an additional form of religious devotion.

Journal of Libyan Academy Bani Walid Page 1002



https://journals.labjournal.ly/index.php/Jlabw/index
mailto:nhabraheem@elmergib.edu.ly

Journal of Libyan Academy Bani Walid 2026

In contrast, bid'ah (blameworthy innovation) and misguidance are practices that common
people adopt in matters of worship, mistakenly believing them to be acts of drawing closer to
Allah. This is a path that the Prophet #firmly closed, warned against, and clarified: every
statement or action introduced by people after him and attributed to Islam constitutes bid'ah,
and every bid'ah is rejected—even if the one who introduces it has good intentions.

Keywords: Masalih Mursalah (Unrestricted Public Interest), Bid'ah (Religious Innovation),
Sharia Evidence.
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