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Abstract

This study analyzes the institutional barriers constraining the employment of postgraduate
graduates in Libya, within the framework of the misalignment between higher education
outputs and labor market needs. It is grounded in the premise that persistent unemployment
among highly qualified graduates is not merely the result of quantitative supply—demand
imbalances, but primarily reflects deep institutional and structural failures related to weak
governance, inadequate strategic planning, and the disconnection between education policies
and employment systems.

The study adopts an analytical-inductive and comparative documentary approach, drawing on
international reports (World Bank, ILO, UNESCO, IOM, ETF) alongside Arab and Libyan
academic literature to examine how the mismatch between higher education outputs and labor
market requirements is institutionally produced.

The findings reveal that institutional constraints operate through three interrelated mechanisms:
deficiencies in governance and regulatory frameworks linking education to employment, weak
strategic planning of postgraduate programs in relation to sectoral demand, and ineffective
coordination and labor market information systems. These dynamics generate structural
imbalances, producing oversupply in some academic fields and skill shortages in others, while
obstructing clear transition pathways from education to employment—particularly for
postgraduate graduates whose employability depends on advanced, knowledge-intensive labor
demand.
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The study concludes that addressing postgraduate unemployment in Libya requires a
comprehensive institutional approach that reconfigures university—labor market governance,
aligns academic planning with economic transformation, and strengthens labor market
information and coordination systems, rather than relying on fragmented or purely quantitative
expansion policies.

Keywords: Institutional barriers, postgraduate employment, higher education, labor market
integration, Libya.
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