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Abstract

This study addresses the problem of weak research output in graduate studies, resulting from a
gap between the theoretical knowledge of critical thinking and its practical application. It
employs an analytical approach, reviewing global and local justifications for its inclusion,
focusing on its strategic role in transforming researchers from consumers to producers of
knowledge.

The study's main contribution lies in presenting a model that directly links critical thinking
skills to three crucial stages in scientific research: formulating a precise problem statement,
critically analyzing literature, and constructing sound arguments.

The study demonstrates that the success of integrating a critical thinking course is not
dependent on its theoretical content, but rather on its integrated and applied design. To refute
common objections stemming from a misunderstanding of this role, the course needs to be
redesigned and institutionally integrated with the requirements of the dissertation to achieve
research quality and academic competitiveness.

Keywords: : Critical thinking, academic skills, research methodology, higher education
reform, formulating a research problem, critical literature analysis.
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