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Abstract

This study examines the judicial integration between the ICJ advisory opinion of 2019 and the

ITLOS judgment of 2023 regarding the Chagos Archipelago dispute. It analyzes the colonial
separation, the legal implications of the advisory opinion, and ITLOS’s reliance on it to
determine Mauritius’ legal capacity in maritime delimitation. The research highlights its impact
on reinforcing Mauritian sovereignty, advancing self-determination principles, addressing
colonial legacies, and supporting practical judicial decisions in complex maritime disputes.

Keywords: International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, International Court of Justice,
Chagos Archipelago.
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