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Abstract

This study examines the history of olive cultivation and oil extraction in the Bani Walid region

during the second Ottoman period. The olive tree has been significant to the local economy
since ancient times, particularly during the Roman era, when its cultivation and oil extraction
were not only for local consumption but also served as a vital economic resource through oil
trade. Several varieties of olive trees were cultivated in the Bani Walid region (Wadi al-Bilad).
This study will focus on the history and cultivation of olives in the Bani Walid region, including
their varieties. It will then discuss the architecture of traditional olive presses, the oil extraction
process, and their construction styles and architectural features along the banks of Wadi Bani
Walid (Wadi al-Bilad). This will be achieved through an architectural field study of selected
examples from the second Ottoman period.

The study will also be supported by available customary documents that describe the different
types of olive trees and their local names, as well as the commercial transactions (buying and
selling) of olive trees and olive oil in Bani Walid during the second Ottoman period.

Keywords: Olive cultivation, olive presses, Wadi Bani Walid, the second Ottoman era,
customary documents.
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