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Abstract

This research examines the phenomenon of violence against women in ancient Iraqi laws
through an analytical study of the Laws of Eshnunna, Ur-Nammu, and Hammurabi. The study
shows that Mesopotamian legislators criminalized verbal, psychological, physical, sexual, and

social violence, imposing severe punishments including capital punishment. However, the
research reveals a duality between legal texts that guaranteed women’s rights and social
customs that reinforced male authority. The study concludes that these laws represented an
advanced step in protecting women theoretically, yet practical application remained
constrained by the prevailing patriarchal traditions of that era.
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