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Abstract

This paper discusses the practical steps for applying the Saad Saad Faraj Madi model in the
implementation and evaluation of extension models. The growth and advancement of any
scientific discipline depend, to a certain extent, on the use of models as foundational steps
toward building comprehensive theories. The model was applied during the 2024 agricultural
season, specifically in November and December 2024 and January 2025, focusing on the olive
harvest season. The application was carried out through the study of a group of olive farms and
several oil presses with the aim of implementing extension models and presenting them to
farmers and press owners as a guiding document to produce high-quality extra virgin olive oil
with an acidity level ranging from 0.5% to less than 0.8

A specific questionnaire was prepared for farmers and another for press owners. The olives
were processed under optimal cold-pressing conditions, with temperatures ranging between
27°C and 30°C. The necessary data were collected through these survey forms. For data
analysis related to both olive farmers and oil press operators, the Statistical Package for the
Social Sciences (SPSS) was used

The study revealed several significant findings. The use of sticks to harvest olives remains a
common practice. The replacement of plastic crates with plastic bags is widespread and is
considered a problematic behavior from a scientific standpoint due to its impact on fruit and
oil quality. It was also observed that fallen olives from the ground are often mixed with olives
picked directly from the trees, which affects the final product's quality. Additionally, there is
neglect in transporting the harvested olives to the press within 48 hours, which reduces
freshness and oil purity. In the oil presses, the process of leaf removal from the olives showed
a very high success rate. The washing process of the olives was fully implemented in all
observed cases, indicating good practice. Cold pressing at 30°C was found to be essential to
obtaining premium quality oil. It was also emphasized that the use of stainless steel containers
and storage equipment is necessary to preserve the oil’s characteristics. Moreover, the presses
must be kept clean and free from residues such as "fattura" and "margine", which produce odors
that can be transferred to the oil and deteriorate its quality.
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